
 

 

Hilltop United Methodist Church Council Minutes 

Thursday, September 18, 2025 at 5:30 p.m. 

In attendance:  Burl Maker, Matt Sipe, Michelle Behsman, Brad Propp, Barb Keith, Paulette Adams and Don Putzier. 

Opening and Prayer: The meeting opened with a prayer led by Don.  

Approval of minutes: Minutes from August were sent by email. Matt made a motion to approve the minutes. Brad 

seconded the motion. The motion carried. 

Devotional: Matt revisited an earlier conversation about Hilltop values. Matt narrowed down the list to three values and 

he explained his process. After much thought and conversation with Hilltoppians, the following values came to the 

forefront: It’s Not About Me, I Serve by Grace, and I Glorify God. He provided key ideas, practices and a scriptural 

anchor for each of these spiritual values. These values were also expressed in the following statement: At Hilltop United 

Methodist Church, we are a community of humble servants, grounded in grace, led by the Spirit, united in love, growing 

in Christlike character, and glorifying God in all things. Matt sees that this information may be helpful as we step into the 

fall connect groups, Knowing Who We Are. For those leading groups, they might find if these ideas resonate with those 

in their connect group. Council asked how this might be used in mission and ministry. There was discussion about our 

existing mission statement and how that informs our ministry. 

Future planning: There was brief discussion about the worship change and Wednesday S.A.L.T., and overall the feedback 

from members has been positive.  

Financial Report: Burl presented the August financial report.  

General giving: $15,529.00 

Capital Campaign: $3,005.65 

Total Income: $15,679.35 (does not include Capital Campaign funds received) 

Expenses: $20,184.43 

Net Income: -$4,505.08 
 

Working general fund balance 8/31/25: $19,033.01 

$27,965.14 of capital campaign funds was transferred from general checking to the building fund savings on 8/29/2025.  
 

Michelle added that there is $187K in the building fund and the finance team will be paying down the Wesley Impact 

Loan in the coming month. Michelle and Matt have discussed fall stewardship and a letter, pledge card, and YTD giving 

statement will be sent the second week of October. 
 

Capital Campaign pledge: $497,110.00 

Capital Campaign funds received to date: $408,567.81 
 

Motion made by Brad to approve the finance report. Matt seconded the motion. The financial report was approved. 

Committee Updates: Don spoke about re-doing the buffers in the sanctuary and suggested that the trustees and design 

team collaborate on this project. He thought that January and February might be a good time to start the project. Don 

offered to coordinate between between trustees and design team.  

Don shared a report about sustainability from Steph; avoiding using bioplastic compostable cups and individual 

creamers. Michelle shared that an iPad and label printer have been purchased for check-in for Kids’ Connection.  

 
Calendaring: 

a. Women’s Walk to Emmaus—October 9-12 



 

 

b. Red Cross Blood Drive—September 26 

c. Bible Sunday—September 28 

d. Connect groups launch—September 28 

e. All Saints Sunday—November 2 

f. Operation Christmas Child—November 17-24 

g. Commitment Sunday—November 23 

h. Advent begins—November 30 

i. Carols by Candlelight—December 10, 6:30 p.m. 

j. Christmas Eve Services—December 24, 1:30 and 4:30 p.m. 

Meeting closed with a prayer from Pastor Matt. 

Respectfully submitted, Michelle Behsman 

 


