Hilltop United Methodist Church Council Minutes
Thursday August 21, 2025 at 5:30 p.m.

In attendance: Burl Maker, Matt Sipe, Michelle Behsman, Barb Keith, Paulette Adams and Don Putzier.
Opening and Prayer: The meeting opened with a prayer led by Don.
Approval of minutes: Minutes from June approved by consensus.

Devotional/Future Planning: Matt shared a devotion on John 15, a parable about the vine and the branches. He saw
that the pruning is a metaphor for change. He spoke about how here at Hilltop we are navigation change as we move to
one unified worship service.

Future planning, including Wednesday night S.A.L.T.: Matt provided an overview of Wednesday night activities: 5:45
pm meal with all activities beginning at 6:30 pm. There will be many opportunities for connecting and serving. A team
has been meeting over the last couple of weeks to plan S.A.L.T. (Serving and Learning Together). In order to sustain
Wednesday meals there will be a suggested fee for the meal. Michelle made a motion to add a kitchen coordinator
position to assist with meal planning and shopping. Matt seconded the motion. The motion carried.

There was discussion about eliminating the talk of us and them in relation to worship. With one unified worship, there is
one unified expression of music.

Financial Report: Burl presented the July financial report. There was discussion of a sending a YTD pledge report to
members following August.

General giving: $16,220.00

Capital Campaign: $7,504.65

Total Income: $16,479.74 (does not include Capital Campaign funds received)
Expenses: $22,576.55

Net Income: -$6,096.81

Working general fund balance 7/31/25: $40,103.55

Capital Campaign pledge: $497,110.00
Capital Campaign funds received to date: $405,562.16

Motion made by Matt to approve the finance report. Barb seconded the motion. The financial report was approved.

Calendaring:
a. Fall Worship 10 a.m. new time—Starting September 7

21-Day Prayer Challenge—starts September 7

Blessing of the backpacks—September 7

Journey to South Korea Presentation—September 10, 6:30 p.m.
Men’s Walk to Emmaus—September 11-14

Wednesday night S.A.L.T.—starts September 17

Women’s Walk to Emmaus—October 9-12

Bible Sunday—September 28

Connect groups launch—September 28
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j. All Saints Sunday—November 2
k. Commitment Sunday—November 23

I.  Advent begins—November 30



m. Carols by Candlelight—December 10, 6:30 p.m.
n. Christmas Eve Services—December 24, 1:30 and 4:30 p.m.

Meeting closed with a prayer from Pastor Matt.

Respectfully submitted, Michelle Behsman



